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not time to accept of his invitation. He gave us a letter of introduction to Mr. Feme, master of stores at Fort George. He shewed it to me. It recommended ' two celebrated gen-tlemen ; no less than Dr. Johnson, author of Jus Dictionary, —and Mr. Boswell, known at Edinburgh by the name of PaohV He said he hoped I had no objection to what he had written ; if I had, he would alter it. I thought it was a pity to check his effusions, and acquiesced; taking care, however, to seal the letter, that it might not appear that I had read it.
A conversation took place about saying grace at breakfast (as we do in Scotland) as well as at dinner and supper; in which Dr. Johnson said, 'It is enough if we have stated seasons of prayer; no matter when1. A man may as well pray when he mounts his horse, or a woman when she milks her cow, (which Mr. Grant told us is done in the Highlands,) as at meals ; and custom is to be followed".'
We proceeded to Fort George. When we came into the square, I sent a soldier with the letter to Mr. Fcrnc. He came to us immediately, and along with him came Major fireivsc of the Engineers, pronounced Bruce. He said he believed it was originally the same Norman name with Bruce. That he had dined at a house in London, where
1 ' I once drank tea,' writes Lamb,' in company with two Methodist divines of different persuasions. Before the first cup was handed round, one of these reverend gentlemen put it to the other, with all due solemnity, whether he chose to say anything. It seems it is the custom with some sectaries to put up a short prayer before this meal also. His reverend brother did not at first quite apprehend him, but upon an explanation, with little less importance he made answer that it was not a custom known in his church.' Essay on Grace bffore Meat.
1 He could not bear to have it thought that, in any instance whatever, the Scots are more pious than the English. I think grace as proper at breakfast as at any other meal. It is the pleasantest meal we have. Dr. Johnson has allowed the peculiar merit of breakfast in Scotland. BOSWELL. ' If an epicure could remove by a wish in quest of sensual gratification, wherever he had supped he would breakfast in Scotland.' Johnson's Works, ix. 52.
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